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An SxtraU of Tno Letters from Mr* 
Sampfbn Birch, an AUerman and Jpo+ 
thecary at Stafford, Concerning an Ex¬ 
traordinary Birth in Staffordfliire, 
with %efteBions thereon by h dw. Tyfon 
M .D • Fellow of the Coll .o/Ph y fi tian s, 
and of the R. Society. 


'T’He wife of one Taylor a Tailor in Hey w ood in Stafford- 
Sheir about 34. or a 5. years of Age, being Married 
about a year, in January laft fell into Travel, and not being 
able to be delivered, after Five or Six days ftnc for 
Mr, Hettor a Chirurgeonat Lichfield, and Mx-Birch's Wife : 
She perceived the child Dead and in a wrong pofition for 
Birth; wherefore having placed it right, fhe applyed ficln« 
ftruments , and the Chiruryeon brought it away by fftength, 
fhe afterwards brought away the After-births but then 
perceived-that their was ftill remaining fomething befides, 
which lay feparate from the Child and Afterbirth; but 
did very firmly adhere and was fixe to the Womb* info 
much that in feparating this, it was much more difficult, 
and painful to her than bringing away the dead Child, and 
occaiioned a larg Flux of Blood. 

The Thing it felf being feiit by Mr. 'Birch to Dr. Plot at 
Oxford t and by him to the fioyal Society, and fb having 
an opportunity of obferving it, and fince of difcourfing 
Mr. Birch himfelf $ I fliall here give not only a figure of 
this ftrange Body» but afdd to the accounts of it in the 
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Letters , what I think Material. Bat mud premife that 
twas mentioned in them, that the Child was perfedHyfor- 
meds that the Mother was fince recovered and walks a- 
broadthat before Marriage (he was never troubled with 
any remarkable Diftempers: and that this body I am 
now going to defcribe was not obferved to be included in 
any Cyftis , the Secundine being all brought away before it. 

Tlie bignefs and fbape of this Preternatural Body will be 
eafily conceived by our Figure which is made as exaft and 
largeas the thing it felf. In the upertnoft part thereof, was 
a round protuberant Bone 3 j Inches in coinpafs s covered 
with a thickfklhy Skin *, befet with fhort Hams ,• on the 
top of this Bone in a Circle were placed Eight Dentes Mo- 
lares or thofe double Teeth we call Grinders • Thefe fo 
exadily refembledTe^ as to their fhape, wbitenefs,hard- 
nefs and in all other circuinftancts, that they can certainly 
be nothing elfera little below this,in an other Bone (which 
yet was faftned'to the former} were placed Five other 
Teeth or Dentes Molares , thefe were not fo in a duffer to¬ 
gether as the former,' but Four of them made almofl 
a (freight line , but fome distance in the middle , and the 
Fifth a little out of rank, being placed below the Two 
uppermoff. 

The remaining part of this Monjlrous Body , compoft d 
a large Cyftis or Bug, filled with a liquid (limy matter,but 
not fetid. This Cyftis on the outfide w as fmootb,appeared 
fomewhatRed, and was ab'out the thick nefs of the Scro¬ 
tum. 

But farther to encreafe the Wonder of this fo extraor¬ 
dinary a Birth, we obferved a little below the Bone (in 
which werefet the Eight Teeth before defcribed ) a large 
lock of Hair of a bright brown colour, whofe end was 
incricated, and intangled in a large quantity of hair of a 
more faded 2nd yeUowifh color , which was faftned r> 
the end of the Cyjlis oppofite to thefe Teeth. But that this 
Lock of Haire was of a confiderable length, we eafily guef- 
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fed by thefeveral foiall curies we obferved in this yellow- 
U h Haire , which were of the fame bright colour w ith the 
former Lock^ 

I muft take notice that in the middle of the Circle of 
the Eight Teeth f obferved a fmall hole , but which did 
not lead far: and tho* thele Teeth, Hair^ andaftrong I- 
imagination might create a fancy of fome Monfirous-kead 
here defigned to be formed ; yet confidet ing how many 
and far more confiderable Parts were wanting; I cannot 
but rather choofe with the Sccptick and fufpend 

my belief thereof, or with Pliny to fay , Hoc nobis Mira , 
Citium , fibi Ludtbrium Ingeniofa finxit Natura. 

Whatmoft lean parallel it with* are thofe Infiances I 
have formerly given ( in the Phihjoph. Collett. Numb. z. ) 
of Teeth, Bones and Hair l have met with in the Ovariums 
of Women , as in one a Dens Camnits, or Eye Tooth on the 
out fide of the Cyfiis y and within, a large quantity :of a fine 
white long Hair , as in Fig, a* In a lecond WoroanThree 
Dented Mol ares or Grinders perfectly formed, and a Fourth 
budding forth, all fet in their diftindfc fockets in a Bone, as 
in the Third Fig. and in this Cyfiis z great deal of yellowifh 
Haire . In a Third Woman differed by Dr. Sampfon) in 
each lefiicle was a larg Tumor or Cyfiis which indofed a ve¬ 
ry large quantity of Ham) and there wasfaftned to the 
Tides of them Two Bones * reprefented in Fig. 4. and y. 
which tho not Teeth , y$l as to their Subftanee , tho not 
Shape* approaching fomething near them, and a like In- 
fiance too* Or. Needham has Informed me, he has met with, 
of Teeth and Haire in the fame part. 

But our prefent Inftance differs from the former , in that 
this was in the Womb, and firmly adhereing to it; theo- 
thers in the Ovarium, !n this the Hair was on the outfide the 
Cyfiis , and rooted in itsTmicle , in the others twas con¬ 
tained within it. But as the Child which was peffe&ly 
formed, and with much difficulty at laft was brought from 
this Woman; £ doubt not at firft, being included in 
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the EggAdctndtd from the ovarium y folikewifc this -Sub* 
ventaneous Egg J queftion nor might be tranfmitted from 
the fame place; and Nature who is never Idle, being- dif- 
appointed of forming in this a peifedl Foetus , made the 
beft of what the matter would afford •, and might produce 
theie 'Teeth , Bums and Haire, which may be rtckonedas 
Animal Egetables. 

How liable theie Farts in \A omen are to Tumors , there 
is none who have been converfant in Morbid Difechons 
but muff be lenfible; in fbmuch that thole frequent In- 
ftances I have met with, have fully perfwaded me thac 
there is no Part in the Body is Jo often the feat and Caufes of 
Bropfes in Women as the.Ovarium, a too Luxuriant afflux of 
Humors eafily extending thefe minute Egs into large 
and fometitnes mod prodigious CyJtis’s, that fometimes [ 
have taken fome Gallons of water out of them, where I 
have found them entire ; tho moft times the vafl quantity 
of Waters burfts the Membrane, andfo it empties it felf into 
the Cavity of the Abdomen 

But there are lomel find* who by no means will admit 
of Egs But will have them all to be Hydatides. But til 
fuchtime as I can find fomethingmore confiderable objefl- 
ed againft this Hypoihefis * I cannot but firmly adhere to it* 
fince to me it feems fo clearly demonftrated, be/ides abun¬ 
dance of others that Inflame in the Philofoph. Trans. Num t 
147. I think a good Proof., and that lately given in the 
Journal de Medicine makes it clear enough* which being re¬ 
markable it may gratify fbme, it may be, to have it in 
Englijb. 








